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What can go wrong Cause What to do 

Contaminated water Pollution at water source Ensure water is clean and 

safe before building pond. 

 

Contact your local water 

authorities. 

Stunted growth of fish Underfeeding  Feed regular with recom-

mended feeds. 

 

Fish poisoned  Tephrosia bark Clear Tephrosia trees from 

area around pond. 

Add more water to dilute 

poison as soon as possible. 

Loss of fish to: snakes and 

monitor lizards fish-eating 

birds (kingsfisher, herons)

theft  

Bushy pond site.  

Water too clear. 

Clear the pond site . Fertil-
lize the pond where fish 

mature. 

Unprotected ponds Fence the pond. 

Keep watch on pond when 

fish mature. 

Leeches Apply lime at the pond bot-

tom before stocking. 

Fishes washed away by 

floods 

Ensure that maximum water 
level in the pond dos  not 

exceed 1.5 metres. 

Long, dry spells-shortage of 

water supply. 

Harvest the fish and sell 

before drought. 

Fish deaths  
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